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CHRISTCHURCH NURSERY SCHOOL (FOLKESTONE) LTD
Company Number: 3869375


Email:            christchurch20@btconnect.com
Website:  christchurchnursery.co.uk
Ofsted Registration: 127104

facebook.com/CCNurseryFolkestone/


 To provide a safe and secure environment, that offers a high quality caring and educational service for all children.  Our provision is a fun, friendly and enjoyable place where young people can express themselves fully whatever their need, culture or religious belief.

· To provide an atmosphere in which every child and adult feels secure, valued and confident
· To provide a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum, appropriate to the social, emotional, spiritual and intellectual development of individual children, including those with special educational needs and disabilities
· To provide an approach to learning geared to the children’s needs and interests, emphasising first hand experiences, play and talk which values contributions from parent, educator and child and which feeds and supports children’s learning
· To provide an approach that considers the age and stage of each individual child
· 
DES, Starting with Quality, Committee of Enquiry into the quality of the Educational Experience offered to 3 and 4 year olds – The Rumbold Committee, HMSO 1990




The overarching aim of the Nursery is to help young children to:
Achieve
Stay safe
Be healthy
Have good wellbeing & involvement 
Be school ready
Have a go attitude
To be resilient and competent
Make a positive contribution





Christchurch Nursery was set up in September 1991 to offer full or part time places for 25 children.  Since then we have expanded to 34.

Location
We are situated in an Annexe adjoining the grounds of Christchurch Primary Academy, which is a short walk from Folkestone Town Centre.  Although our grounds adjoin Christ Church Primary Academy, the Nursery is run independently and we are in the fortunate position of being able to use some of the school facilities, such as the playing field and attending various activities run by the school on a regular basis.
The front door of the Nursery has a security lock on it and only members of staff are issued with key cards to access the building. 

Directors
Christchurch Nursery School (Folkestone) Ltd, is a private limited company. All final Policy decisions are made by the Director, Andelka Raic. 



Staffing

Adults who work in the nursery are Enhanced DBS checked. 

All full time Nursery Practitioners are either working towards a level 2/3 or are fully qualified with an NVQ Level 2/3 qualification or above. 

Director (Andelka Raic)	                     Qualified teacher status
Manager (Katie Blomfield)	                     Level 5 Early years lead practitioner
Deputy Manager (Paul Harding)                 Early Years Foundation Degree 
Nursery Practitioners		                     NVQ 2/3 


All childcare staff have the statutory training in Paediatric First Aid, Child Protection, Health and Safety, Behaviour Management and Equality and Diversity 

Photographs of all staff are located in the entrance hall by the front door.




From September 2008 it became mandatory for all Early Years providers registered for Government funding to adhere to the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) statutory framework. The framework covers the legal requirements for:

· Learning and development
· Welfare

The EYFS sets the learning, development and care for all children from birth to five years and has been revised several times and the current revision was in September 2025.

The Themes
· A Unique Child recognises that every child is a competent learner from birth who can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured. The commitments are focused around development, inclusion, safety and health and well being.
· Positive Relationships describes how children learn to be strong and independent from a base of loving and secure relationships with parents and/or a Key Person. The commitments are focused around respect, partnership with parents, supporting learning and the role of the Key Person.
· Enabling Environments explains that the environment plays a key role in supporting and extending children’s development and learning. The commitments are focused around observation, assessment and planning, support of every child, learning environment and the wider context – transitions, continuity and multi-agency working.
· Learning and Development recognises that children develop and learn in different ways and different rates and that all areas of learning and development are equally important and inter-connected.

The EYFS is based around 3 prime areas of learning, these are:
· Personal, Social and Emotional Development.
· Communication and Language.
· Physical Development
These areas of development begin to develop quickly in response to relationships and experiences and support all areas of learning.

There are then specific areas of learning which include:
· Literacy
· Mathematics
· Understanding the World
· Expressive Art and Design

These are essential skills and knowledge for children to participate successfully in society.




Parents are partners in children’s learning and we value their opinions and the information they can give us and we involve them whenever we can. 

Parent Consultations 
Parents have full contact with their key person through the FAMLY app and can message into the nursery at any time. Parents can make an appointment with their Key Person to discuss their child’s progress face to face.

Newsletter
Newsletters are sent to parents when needed and relevant through the FAMLY app, informing parents of policy changes, forthcoming events, updates on Government Funding, changes to the building and new equipment etc. 

Joining in Activities
Parents are encouraged to join the children on trips and visits within the community and to share their skills and interests with the children by calling in. Parents can view the activities and planning created by the adults employed by the Nursery at any time.

Ofsted Reports
A copy of the latest Ofsted Inspection Report is displayed in the office and in the staff room where Parents may read at any time and can be accessed on Ofsted’s Website and on our own Website.

Children’s Trays
Each child has a tray. These are used to put work and transitional objects in.   Parents and children are encouraged to go to their trays on a regular basis.

Getting to Know You
At a child’s first visit, parents will be asked to fill out a Getting to Know You form to help us to provide individualised learning, development and care, to enhance the development of their child and give them the best possible start in life. 

Journals
Observations and tracking of children’s development are loaded onto the child’s profile on the FAMLY app so parents can see and read the content in real time. The parents are encouraged to comment on them.
We encourage parents to complete “Wow Moments”, so their child can tell us about special things they have done at the weekends. We display these on the wall to show their friends.



This Nursery is committed to working alongside individuals, Organisations and groups within our local community.  We use the opportunities offered by the local community in the following ways:
· Visits to Museums and Galleries
· Visits to local businesses
· Visits from people in the locality who come to talk to the children (Police, Fire Service, Nurses, local Charities, etc.)
· Visits from local interest groups such as the Church, Women’s Groups, local Historians, hobbies and experts)




The Nursery also benefits from close contacts with other professional and local Services, which make an important contribution to our Policy of care for each individual child.  We have strong links with the following Professionals and Local Services:
· Health Visitors
· Speech Therapy
· Education Welfare Department
· Social Services
· G.P’s, Paediatric Doctors Hospital Outreach Workers and Educational Phycologists 
· Community Centres and Local Support Workers, including Faith Groups
· Local groups of Family Support
· Bi-lingual, and other LEA teams
· Equality and Inclusion Team
· The Nursery SENCO attends Local Inclusion Forum team meetings
· Speech and Language Therapists
· Ofsted.
· Specialist Teaching and Learning Service and the NHS Care Co-ordination Team
· Occupational Therapists 
· Physiotherapists

The Nursery is open from 9.00am – 3.00pm term time only, 
Fees and session times
 (
Hourly fee £7.
5
0
Early Start
8.30am-9am
      £
3.
50
Full time weekly rate £
225.00
 (8.30 to 3.00)
Fees are to be paid by the end of the week. Nursery fees are payable in all cases of absence, including notified absence.
Two 
weeks
’ notice is needed for cancellations.
Morning Session
9am-12.00pm
     £
22.50
Afternoon
 
Session
12.00pm-3pm
     £
22.50
Full Day
9am-3pm
     £
45
.00
Full Time Weekly Rate
                       
    £140.00
Se
ssion Times
/
 Fees
Early Start 
8.30am – 9.00am
£5.00
Morning Session 
9.00am - 12.00pm
£15.00
Afternoon Session
12.00pm – 3.00pm
£15.00
Full Day
9.00
am  –
 3.00pm
£30.00
Full Time Weekly Rate
£140.00
Fees are to be paid by the end of the week. Nursery fees are payable in all cases of absence, including notified absence. Two 
week’s notice
 is needed for cancellations. 
A more detailed Policy is included in the pack.
)












Our Admission Policy
The Nursery is open to children aged between 2 and 5 years, regardless of the child’s race, religion or needs.  Places in the Nursery classes are offered on a first come, first served basis, however siblings of children already attending the Nursery, are given priority and places are allocated entirely at the Director’s discretion.
Applications for admission are available from the age of two; however we do have a waiting list in operation for children under the age of two.  We welcome visits from prospective parents and children by appointment through the Nursery office.  
Spaces can only be allocated once a Registration Form has been completed and signed by the parent, this also ensures that the Nursery is aware of any allergies, special diets or needs that their child may have. 

Starting Nursery
We recommend that children attend at least two play visits before their start date. These visits help the child to settle in and get to know their Key Person. A parent must accompany visiting children. Before the child starts, a name peg and bag are prepared. For the first week a child will attend just two sessions before attending their full quota. This is to ensure it is the right nursery for the child’s needs. On a child’s first session, we recommend that the parent settles their child, says goodbye and leaves them with their key person, and they will be contacted within the hour if the child does not settle. And asked to return to collect them.  This pattern will continue until the child is settled and leaves the parent without distress, then a full session can commence. 

Free for Two Funding
Free for Two funding is available for children a term after their second birthday if the parents are eligible. Parents need to apply through the KCC website and if they are eligible, they will be sent a code which needs to be passed to the nursery office so we can claim the funding.

Free Part Time Early Years Places for 3 & 4 year olds
Universal funding is available for every child the term after their 3rd birthday, funding is available for up to 15 hours per week for 38 weeks in line with the school year. The eligibility for free part time places is determined as follows

	A child born on or between
	Will become eligible for a free place from 

	1st April and 31st August
	1st September following third birthday

	1st September and 31 December
	1st January following third birthday

	1st January and 31st March
	1st April following third birthday


A copy of your child’s birth certificate is required. Your entitlement will be used within the first 15 hours your child attends the setting.

30 Hours Free Childcare
For working families with children aged 9 months-5 years, up to 30 hours a week of free childcare could be available. To see if you are eligible go to the KCC website and apply online. If you are eligible, you will be emailed an 11 figure code which needs to be passed onto the office to claim hours for your child. The child can start these funded hours from their 2nd birthday, providing the ‘start date’ for the funding code begins in the term prior to their birthday (or when they would like to start), which we will be happy to check for you in the office.

For all types of funding, please note that if you decide to change providers during the term and your child’s funding has already been claimed, you will have to pay for your sessions with the new provider for the remainder of the term. This information is included in the parent declaration, and we require consent to this before claiming any funding.


Snack
Parents will be expected to bring in 1 piece of fruit for each session they attend and the nursery will provide fresh milk and/or water during each session. Children are encouraged to wash their hands before they sit down at the table to eat their snack. An adult sit with the children to supervise them and encourage good social skills and manners.
Key Person
Each child is assigned a Key Person at the Registration visit. The Key Person helps the child to become familiar with the Setting and to feel confident and safe within it, developing a genuine bond with the child and the child’s parent and offers a settled and close relationship. If a child bonds with another Key Person, they will move into that person’s key group. Each child has a secondary key person & buddy to support them if the key person is off. 

Activities and Planning
We are a free flow nursery where children are allowed to take risks, choose their activities and move between indoors and outdoors at their own choice. Staff ensure there is a balance of adult-led and freely-chosen or child initiated activities that are delivered both indoors and outdoors. We encourage our children to take risks and fully explore and experiment with messy play. We recommend to parents that a spare set of clothes are left on your child’s peg in their drawstring bag so we can change them if they get wet or very dirty. We cannot be responsible for your child’s clothes so please ensure they wear old clothes to nursery.
Staff undertake observational assessments in order to plan to meet children’s individual needs and provide experiences appropriate to each child’s stage of development.

Outdoor Play 
The outdoor play space is securely fenced providing an ideal, safe play space where children can develop their physical skills and learn to share with others in structured and informal play. Outdoor activities are planned with as much care as those that take place within the building.  All children are encouraged to participate in outdoor and physical activity, as outdoor play is a very important part of children’s development.  If the weather is inclement, we still encourage the children to play outdoors and provide them with wet weather suits. Natural products are used to enhance the child’s learning experiences and the setting allows children to take calculated risks whilst they play to promote risk and danger awareness.

Risk Taking
Children need to be allowed to take risks so they can develop knowledge of safety awareness. This nursery allows children to experience age appropriate risks and risk take on their own judgements. (Risk management is carried out by the practitioners on a daily basis).

Change of Details
Please inform your Key Person or Office staff if any details on the Registration Form change.

Toilet Training
If your child is toilet training and uses a potty you must provide a named one for their own use and left on their peg in a bag. Nursery toilets are small and age appropriate.

Entering and Leaving the Nursery
When entering the Nursery, children should be taken directly to their classroom, where they must be handed over to the adult. This allows time for a short handover. At the end of the child’s session, they must be collected from their classroom where again a small handover will take place. Every parent is given 15 minutes grace period to collect their child from the Setting, but after this an additional charge of £5.00 for every 5 minutes will be made after this.

Suncream, Wet Wipes and Nappies
Parents are required to provide their own suncream, wet wipes and nappies - these items need to be put in your child’s bag on their peg. The suncream will be put on the children prior to them going outside in hot weather. We request that parents put suncream on before coming to nursery, and nursery practitioners will top it up during the day.


Children’s Transitional Comforters
Children are encouraged to bring in comforters to Nursery, such as a favourite teddy, dummy or blanket and other transitional objects that help them to settle in. These are stored in your child’s tray or peg bag when they are not needed.

Children with Special Needs & Disabilities
Children with special needs are warmly welcomed into the Nursery and are fully integrated into all activities that take place.

Headlice
We ask parents to check their child’s hair regularly for Head Lice. Lice only spread by direct head to head contact and do not jump, fly or hop. Pay particular attention to the nape of the neck, behind ears and hair close to the scalp. If you do find Head Lice the Nursery can give advice on how to deal with the problem, but cannot be responsible for dealing with your child’s hair. You will need to check your child’s hair regularly 

Clothing
· The Nursery advises parents to send their children to Nursery in old and inexpensive clothing, as we cannot accept responsibility for torn, ripped or marked clothes. Please can parents also ensure that clothing is clearly marked with their child’s name. 
· Please ensure that your child wears clothing that is easy to fasten and unfasten whilst they are in the Nursery.  This will enable your child to learn independence.  
· For safety reasons no flip-flops or sliders style shoes should be worn.  
· Please could parents provide their children with clothing to suit the weather; a sunhat if it is hot and a coat, hat, scarf and gloves if it is cold. Please also provide suncream and wet wipes in your child’s drawstring bag.
· If your child is still in nappies, please provide spares.
· A clean spare set of clothes for your child should be left on their peg in a bag.

Lunchtime
Lunchtime is from 12.15pm until 12.45pm and children attending an afternoon session or staying all day, need to bring a packed lunch in a named lunchbox. We recommend that lunchboxes contain a healthy selection of food. Some ideas are listed below:
· Sandwiches, Bagels, Pita Bread, Tortilla Wraps with cold meat, Cottage Cheese, Salad, Hummus, Marmite, Cheese, Tuna or Egg.
· Fruit or raw vegetables i.e. Carrot Sticks, Cucumber or Celery pieces
· Yoghurt, Fromage Frais, Cheese chunks
· Mini Pork Pies, Pizza portion, mini Sausages, mini Savoury Egg
Sweets and fizzy drinks are not encouraged.
At lunchtimes children sit in their Key Groups at the table and are supervised by their Key Person where possible. The adult eats their lunch at the table to encourage good social skills and manners. We consider this time to be a very important social occasion

Child Collected by Another Adult
If your child is being collected by anyone other than the usual escort, please ensure you inform a member of staff. Your child’s Registration Form should include details of up to two people who are authorised to collect your child; for security purposes, Nursery staff will not allow your child to leave the building with anyone else. If someone else needs to collect, a password system is used to ensure the correct person collects.

Nursery Uniform
There are sweatshirts and t-shirts with the Nursery logo for sale at a reasonable price, please ask a member of staff for details.



School Visits
As the Nursery is conveniently situated on Christchurch Primary Academy’s school premises, we have a very close relationship with them and are invited to school concerts and shows throughout the year. This ensures that the children’s progression from Nursery to School is a smooth transition.  We arrange school visits to Christ Church Academy school the term before for children who will be leaving us to attend there. Teachers from other schools are invited in to meet the children to assist with the transition to school. 

Planning in the Moment.
The idea is to capture the interest of the child or children in the present moment. Young children have a natural desire to learn, explore and question. We aim to offer an environment that enables child-initiated play in order to capture the moment of engagement. Careful observation by our practitioners is key to utilising the approach. Opportunities to seize the moment when a child shows interest in an activity which can be built upon needs to be recognised, these are normally called ‘teachable moments’. Written ‘planning’ is then carried out in the form of observations, records of the interactions and notes on the outcomes.
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