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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Staff warmly welcome children and families to the nursery. They provide a safe and
nurturing environment where children feel comfortable to explore freely. Staff
support children to make their own choices, encourage them to try things for
themselves and give lots of praise. Staff have a calm and caring nature. They often
sing to children, read them stories and immerse themselves in the children's
imaginative games.

Staff are clear with their expectations for behaviour and consistently support all
children to understand the rules. For example, staff use visual signs and pictures
that are positioned throughout the nursery. Staff are good at modelling simple sign
language to give all children a voice so they can be understood and heard. As a
result, children treat their friends with kindness and respect and form close bonds
with both adults and peers.

Every child makes good progress from their starting point. Staff regularly assess
children's development and plan in detail for what they need to learn next. They
create carefully designed plans for children with special educational needs and/or
disabilities (SEND) to ensure they make progress at their own pace. Staff plan
engaging and fun activities that children really focus and concentrate on. They are
good at knowing when to step in and extend play for children, but also allow them
time to explore and investigate for themselves. Children become confident,
independent and curious learners, ready for the next step in their journey.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B Staff follow a thoughtfully planned curriculum to support children to grow and
develop in all areas. Leaders are passionate about ensuring every child has equal
opportunities to learn, to be included and to feel happy. Staff are patient and
caring and celebrate all achievements children make. This supports all children,
including children with SEND, to feel proud and to build gradually on their
existing skills and knowledge.

W Staff support children's communication and language skills well. They speak
clearly and slowly, emphasising new vocabulary for children to learn. For
example, younger children learn the words 'pinch’, 'roll' and 'squeeze' as they
enjoy play dough. Older children learn the words 'eucalyptus' and 'bamboo’ as
they learn about animals from around the world. Staff sensitively repeat the
correct pronunciation of words and encourage children to repeat them back.

m Children particularly enjoy learning outside and can freely move between the
indoor and outdoor environments. Staff provide many activities outside to create
an outdoor classroom environment. For example, children enjoy listening to
stories in the outdoor library and learning about healthy foods while making
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pretend food. However, when supporting children to develop their physical skills
outdoors, staff are less confident in how to provide consistent challenge. At
these times, while children enjoy the apparatus provided, they do not
consistently benefit from meaningful interactions to build on their skills and
further their development.

B Staff listen to children's ideas and incorporate their interests into their planning.
For example, children thoroughly enjoy role-play games with toy sea animals
and learn how to take turns by playing a board game together. This helps
children to develop positive attitudes to learning. However, some parts of the
day are not always well organised, such as when children arrive and leave. At
these times, staff do not manage the noise levels and the environment
effectively. For instance, activities are interrupted as parents and children enter
the nursery. This has an impact on children's focus and they can become
distracted or have to wait for long periods.

W Staff promote children's independence well. For example, they encourage
children to put their own coats on, to select their own resources and to use the
toilet independently. Children confidently wash their own hands before snack
time and are encouraged to wash their own plates and cups.

B Leaders and staff are passionate about their roles and proactive. They have
strong, effective links with professionals involved with the children's care. Staff
listen to advice from professionals and implement it in practice to close the gaps
in learning. Leaders use additional funding to secure calming sensory resources
to support children with regulating their emotions.

B Staff value each parent's views and listen to their opinions. Their inclusive
approach results in strong relationships with parents. Staff provide parent
support sessions on how they can support their child's development at home.
Parents report feeling highly supported by staff and appreciate how well their
children are prepared for moving on to school.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B strengthen the support for staff to build their confidence and skills in consistently
providing high-quality interactions, with particular regard to supporting children's
physical skills outdoors

B review and improve the organisation of transitions to keep children engaged and
reduce the amount of time they spend waiting.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 127104

Local authority Kent

Inspection number 10398310

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection 2104

Total number of places 36

Number of children on roll 62

Name of registered person Christchurch Nursery School (Folkestone)

Limited
Registered person unique RP902882
reference number
Telephone number 01303 244055
Date of previous inspection 15 October 2019

Information about this early years setting

Christchurch Nursery registered in 1992. It operates in the grounds of Christchurch
Primary School in Folkestone, Kent. The setting is open from 8.30am to 4pm,
Monday to Friday, during term time only. The nursery provides funded care and
early years education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. The nursery
employs 10 staff, four of whom have relevant qualifications at level 3 and above.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Nina Harvey

Inspection activities

B The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn.

B Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

B Parents shared their views about the setting with the inspector.

Inspection report: Christchurch Nursery 4
24 April 2025



Oféted

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

FHK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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